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Short summary: Planning and implementation of Dedeağaç (Alexandroupolis now) port stands 

as an interesting example to discuss the roles of different agents for making of the public space 

in the late nineteenth century.  This presentation aims to shed light on the contesting interests 

of the agents, namely the central and local government, the international entrepreneurs, and the 

local people and explains in what ways they negotiate with each other to maximize their 

benefits. This would provide us a better understanding about the active role of non-state agents 

when the Ottoman cities witnessed remarkable changes at the turn of the twentieth century.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ahmet Erdem Tozoğlu received his PhD in History of Architecture from METU in 2013 and 

conducted his Post-Doctoral Research in the University of Chicago. He is currently an Assistant 

Professor in the Department of Architecture at Abdullah Gül University. He is the author of 

several articles and book chapters.  

 

 


