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Abstract 

As the pre-eminent surviving example of Rūm Saljūq architecture, the hospital and 

tomb complex in Sivas, built between 1217 and 1220, marks the pinnacle of the 

early, developmental, phase of Islamic architecture in Anatolia.  A study of the key 

formal and decorative elements of the building allows for a deeper understanding of 

not only the working methods of the craftsmen, but also the wide range of sources 

which they employed, combined in a tour de force of architectural synthesis. The 

complex acts, in part, as a visual metaphor for the political and cultural syntheses 

which were underway in the early years of the thirteenth century in Anatolia. A well-

known, but poorly understood building, this paper presents a number of the 

decorative and formal elements for the first time. The combination of brick and 

stone, along with the presence of both Arabic and Persian epigraphy, highlights the 

newly emerging identity of the Rūm Saljūq dynasty. The complex includes 

examples of almost all of the major architectural elements that came to define the 

architecture of the Rūm Saljūqs, yet retains much of the flavour of its various 

antecedent structures, located across the wider Iranian world.  
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