
S h o r t  B i o g r a p h y   

B e l g i n  T u r a n  Ö z k a y a  

 
Trained  as a  modernis t ,  i .e . ,  n ine teenth and  twentie th century special is t  (BArch:  Middle East  

Technica l  Universi ty,  1984; MSc in Restorat ion:  Middle  East  Technical  Univers i ty,  1988; 

PhD: Cornell  Universi ty ,  1995)  Belgi n,  who is  currently a  professor  o f  a rchitec tural  history at  

Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty in Ankara,  i s  inte rested  in d i fferent  aspec ts and geographies 

of nine teenth and twent ieth -century architecture from a cr i t ical  and theoretical  perspec tive.  

Her  ear ly work was on mid -twentie th century I tal ian archi tec ture,  par t icular ly on I tal ian Neo -

rat ional ism in relat ion to  the po li t ical  movements o f  the1960s and 1970s,  about which she has 

publicat ions  in journa ls  such as  the  Journal o f  Arch itectural  Education  and  Harvard Design 

Magazine  and in edi ted volumes such as Biographies and Space:  Placing the Subjec t  in  Art  

and  Archi tec ture  (Routledge,  2008)  and Rethink ing Archi tectural  His tor iography  (Rout ledge ,  

2006) .  She  has recent ly comple ted a book -length study ent i t l ed Aldo Rossi  and  the  Art  o f  

Connect ing ,  which was sol ic i ted  by the Swiss publ isher  In fo l io .   In  recent  years her  interes ts  

shi f ted.  With her  col leagues Dana  Arnold and Elvan Altan they ini t ia ted  a  Bri t i sh Academy 

project  "Ambivalent  Geographies,"  to  probe  the  nineteenth and twent ieth -century architecture 

and  cul ture par t icular ly in  the  Middle  East  wi thin the framework of the Ottoman Br it ish  

interac tions.  As a  group  of interna tional  scho lars not  only fro m the UK, US and Turkey but  

also from Saudi Arabia,  Is rael ,  Jordan and Egypt ,  they have organized several  workshops in 

Ankara,  Southampton,  and Riverside,  Cali fornia .  Among the publicat ions that  are related  to  

that  col laboration are  the col lec t ions and spec ia l  issues,  Rethink ing Arch itectural  

Histor iography ,  (Rout ledge ,  2006,  long l is ted fo r  the RIBA Sir  Niko laus  Pevsner  Internat ional  

Book Award)  “Modern Archi tecture  in the Middle East:  Beyond Tradi t ion and Develop ment,”  

(DOCOMOMO journal ,  2006) ,  “Transposi t ions on the Edge of Europe:  Ambivalence and  

Difference in Architecture,”  ( Journal of  Archi tecture ,  2011) ,  and “Ambivalent  Archi tec tures 

from the Ot toman Empire to  the Turkish Republic ,”  (New Perspec tives on Turkey ,  2014) .   As 

par t  o f “Ambivalent  Geographies” p roject  she  s tar ted working on a book tentat ive ly enti t led  

I t inerant Objec ts:  Bri t i sh  Museum and the Ottoman Response to  Antiqu i ty ,  in which  she  looks 

at  the inter twined histor ies o f three groups of  ancient  mater ial  from the Bri t i sh Museum:  the 

Xanthian,  Canning and Assyr ian marbles tha t  were co llected an d transported from Lycia,  

Hal icarnassus and Mesopotamia,  a l l  Ottoman ter r i tor ies back then,  to  the Bri t i sh Museum by 

Brit i sh envoys  and ear ly  archaeologis ts  in the mid -nineteenth century.  I t inerant Objec ts i s  a  

compara tive project  tha t  covers both the  Otto man and the  Bri t i sh cultures o f col lec t ing.  

Belgin,  who has  received fel lowships and grants  fro m the  CCA, Koç Univers i ty RCAC and the 

Get ty,  has also edited “Spaces  o f Vision:  Archi tecture and Visua li ty in  the Modern Era,”  

(Architec tura l  Theory Review ,  2007)  and a spec ial  co llect ion on “Travel” ( Archi tectural  

Histor ies ,  Journa l  o f the  EAHN,  2016) .  Dur ing 2017- 2018 academic year  she  wi l l  be an 

AKPIA Associate  Harvard Univers i ty’s Department o f His tory of Art  and Architecture.     
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C u r r i c u l u m  V i t a e  

B e l g i n  T u r a n  Ö z k a y a  

 

D E G R E E S  

(1995)  PhD in His tory of Architecture and Urbanism,  Cornell  Univers i ty,  I thaca,  NY 

Disser tat ion:  Product ion  of  a  Discourse:  I tal ian “Neo -Rationalism” as Case S tudy  

 

(1988)  MSc in  Restorat ion,  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty,  Ankara   

Thesis:  Evalua tion o f  In terven tions for  the  Conserva tion  of  an Archaeological  S i te —Ostia  Ant ica  

 

(1985-1986)  Non-degree  tra ining in Scuola di  Perfezionamento per  lo  Studio ed i l  Restauro dei  

Monument i ,  Univers i ta  di  Roma,  La Sap ienza,  Rome .  Thesis  research o n Ostia  Antica   

 

(1984)  BArch,  Middle East  Technical  Universi ty ,  Ankara  (ranked fourth)  

 

E X P E R I E N C E   

(2017-2018)  AKPIA Associa te ,  Harvard Universi ty,  Depar tment o f History of Ar t  and 

Archi tecture   

(2013-2014)  Senior  Fe llow, Koç Univers i ty ,  Research Center  for  Anato lian Civi l iza t ions  

(Since 2011)  Professor ,  Graduate P rogram in Architectural  His tory ,  Facul ty o f Architecture,   

Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty ,  Ankara  

(2004-2011)  Associate  Professor ,  Middle East  Technical  Universi ty  

(2000-2001)  Vis i t ing Schola r ,  Canadian Centre for  Architecture,  Montreal ,  Canada  

(1999-2004)  Associate  Professor ,  (T it le  from Interunivers i ty Council )  

(Summer 1999)  Fel low,  Get ty Summer  Ins t i tute  in  Ar t  History and Visual  Stud ies ,  Rochester ,  NY  

(1997-1999)  Assistant  P rofessor ,  Mid dle East  Technical  Universi ty  

 

Courses taught  in English:   

Issues and Problems in  Modernism  

Architecture and Poli t ics in  Twent ieth -Century I taly  

Theories  of  History I:  A lthusser,  Jameson and the Annales School  (graduate seminar )   

Theories  of  History II:  V isuali ty ,  Spat ial i ty  and  Material i ty  (graduate seminar)  

Theories  of  History III :  Orien tal ism and Gender  (graduate seminar)  

Gender,  Sexual i ty  and Arch itectural  His tory (graduate  seminar)     

Arch itect ’s Journey (graduate seminar )   

Aesthe tics and  the  Psyche  (graduate seminar )   

Research Methods  (MA methodology seminar)  

Cri t ica l  Rev iew in  Archi tec tura l  History  (PhD methodology seminar)  

              Spaces and Practices of  Disp lay ing the Past  (PhD seminar )  

 Courses proposed  for  the PhD  Program in Archi tec tura l  H is tory:   

Specia l  Topics in  Twent ieth -Century Arch itecture  

Cri t ica l  Perspect ives and Architec tura l  History  Wri t ing  

 

Contr ibuted to  survey courses in sess ions on the Renaissance,  Baroque and  the Twent ieth  Century  

(Winter  2001)  Guest  cr i t ic ,  second year  arc hitec tura l  review, School o f Architec ture ,  McGill  

Univers i ty,  Montrea l ,  Project:  “Read ing apparatus for  a  Nord ic City ”  

(Fa ll  1999)  Studio cr i t ic ,  senior  archi tectura l  design s tudio,  Middle East  Technica l  Univers i ty,  

Project:  “Natura l  History Museum in Anka ra”  

(Fa ll  1992)  Teaching assis tant ,  His tory of Arc hi tec ture and Urbanism Program,  

Cornell  Universi ty  

(Spring 1991)  Design of  a  summerhouse on t he  Aegean coast  ( wi th  Y.  Özkaya)  

(1987-1989)  Research assistant ,  Architectural  His tory and  Theory Program,  

Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty  

(1986-1987)  Architec t -res torer ,  General  Direc torate  o f  Pious Foundat ions ,  Ankara  
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G R A N T S  A N D  A W A R D S  

(2016)  High Academic Performance Award ,  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty  

 

(2013-2014)  Senior  Fe llow, Koç Univers i ty,  Research Center  for  Anato lian Civi l iza t ions  

(Project:  Travell ing,  Collect ing and Dis p laying in  the  Nineteenth c entury:  A Mater ial  His tory of  

the ‘Xanthian Marb les ’)   

 

(2009-2011)  The Br it ish  Academy, UK -Middle East  Capaci ty Sharing Par tnership  grant    

(Project:  Ambivalent  Geographies )  

 

(2008)  High Academic Performance Award ,  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty  

 

(June 2007)  Publicat ion award,  Turkish Academy of Sc iences  (TÜBA)  

 

(Spring 2007)  Visi t ing scholar  grant  to  invi te  a  foreign scholar  for  a  ser ies o f  seminars  and  

lec tures a t  METU, Turkish Scient i fic  and  Technological  Research Council  (TÜBİTAK)  

 

(27-28 Apri l  2006)  Br i t i sh Inst i tute  at  Ankara ,  grant  for  the col loquium “Ambivalent  

Geographies:  Architec ture and urban planning in  the Ot toman Empire and the Turki sh Republic  in 

a  global  context”  

 

(2006)  Reth ink ing Arch i tec tura l  Histor iography  (co -edi ted wi th Dana Arnold and Elvan Al tan 

Ergut)  long l is ted for  the RIBA Sir  Nikolaus Pevsner  Internat ional  Book Award   

 

(March 2004)  Conference grants f rom the Turkish Academy of Sc iences  (TÜBA) and  

Turkish Scient i fic  and Technologica l  Research Council  (TÜBİTAK)  

 

(January 2001)  Library Research G rant ,  Get ty Research Ins t i tute ,  Los Angeles  

 

(2000-2001)  Vis i t ing Scholar ,  Canadian Centre  for  Architecture,  Montreal ,  Canada  

 

(1999)  High Academic Performance Award ,  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty  

 

(Fa ll  1999)  Eid li tz  Fe llowship,  Cornell  Universi ty  

 

(Fa ll  1999)  I ta l ian Government research grant  

 

(Summer 1999)  Fel low,  Get ty Summer  Ins t i tute  in  Ar t  History and Visual  Stud ies,  

Univers i ty o f  Rochester ,  Ro chester  

 

(1999)  George R.  Col l ins Award ,  Society o f Archi te ctural  Histo r ians for  the paper  

“Reaesthet ic izing the  Disc ipl ine:  Aldo Rossi  and  the Tri umph of  Autonomous Architecture ”  

 

(Fa ll  1997)  Research a t  the Archivio d i  S ta to  and Correr  Library,  Venice  

 

(1993-1995)  His tory of Arc hi tecture  and Urbanism Program F el lowship ,  Cornell  Universi ty  

 

(Summer 1991)  Research grant ,  Mar io Einaudi  Center  for  Internat ional  Stud ies,  Cornell  

Univers i ty  

 

(Summer 1991)  Sicca research grant ,  Western Socie t ies Program, Cornell  Univers i ty  

 

(1989)  Turkish Government grant ,  for  graduate s tud y in USA 

 

(1986)  ICCROM research grant ,  t o  study histor ic  preserva tion in I ta ly  

 

(1985-1986)  I ta l ian Government  research grant ,  t o  s tudy his tor ic  preservation in I ta ly  
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P U B L I C A T I O N S  

B o o k s ,  e d i t e d  v o l u m e s ,  s p e c i a l  i s s u e s   

I t inerant Objec ts:  Bri t i sh  Mu seum and the Ottoman Response to  Antiqu i ty  

(current  research,  book project)   

 

Aldo Rossi  and  the  Art  o f  Connecting ,  for thcoming,  so lic i ted by In fo l io   

 

“Travel ,”  special  i ssue ,  Architectura l  Histories:  The  Open Access Journal of  the EAHN, co-ed ited 

wi th  Davide  Der iu and  Edoardo Piccol i ,  (June 2016)   

 

“Ambivalent  Architectures fro m the Ottoman Empire to  the Turkish Republic ,”  spec ia l  i ssue,  New 

Perspect ives on Turkey ,  No.50,  co -edi ted wi th Elvan Altan Ergut,  (Spring 2014)  

 

“Transposit ions on the Edge of Euro pe:  Ambivalence  and Difference in  Archi tecture” spec ia l  

issue ,  Journal o f  Arch itecture  16 /6,  co -edi ted with Elvan Al tan Ergut ,  (December 2011)  

 

Dosya 19:  Cinsiye t  ve Mimarl ık ,  TMMOB Mimar lar  Odas ı  Ankara Şubesi ,  ed.  Belgin Turan 

Özkaya  (Apr il  2010)  

 

“Spaces o f vis ion:  a rchi tec ture and visua li ty in  the modern era,”  Archi tectural  Theory  Review  

12/1,  ed.  Belgin Turan Özkaya  (August  2007)   

 

“Modern Architecture in  the Middle East:  Beyond Tradit ion and Development,”  spec ial  i ssue,  

DOCOMOMO Journal  35,  co -ed ited  wi th Elvan Altan Ergut ,  (Sep tember  2006)  

 

Reth inking  Archi tectura l  His toriography ,  co -ed i ted with  Dana Arnold and Elvan Al tan Ergut ,  

(London: Rout ledge,  2006)  

 

Ar t i c l e s ,  b o o k  c h a p t e r s ,  i n t r o d u c t i o n s     

 

“Travels in Architectura l  His tory,”  spec ial  i ssue ,  Archi tec tural  Histor ies :  The Open Access 

Journal of  the EAHN , 4 (1) ,  19.  DOI:  ht tp: / /do i .o rg/10.5334/ah.234,  (with Davide Deriu  and 

Edoardo Piccol i)   
 

“Edi tors’  Introduct ion:  Cul ture,  d ip lomacy,  representa t ion:  ‘Ambivalent  archi tectures’ f rom the 

Ottoman Empire  to  the Turkish Republic” spec ial  i ssue ,  New Perspect ives on Turkey ,  No.50,  

(Spring 2014) :  5 -8  (wi th  Elvan Al tan Ergut)  

 

“The Br it ish Museum,  Mü ze-i  Hü mâ yûn  and the trave ll ing ‘Greek ideal ’ in  the  nine teenth 

century,”  spec ia l  i ssue,  New Perspec tives  on Turkey ,  No.50,  (Spring 2014) :  9 -28  

 

“Cul ture o f Cr isi s” in  Arch itectural  His tories:  The Open  Access Journal of  the  EAHN  1 /1 ,  Ar t .17  

DOI: ht tp: / /do i .org/10 .5334/ah.ay ,  (wi th Panayiota Pyla)   

 

“Fi rs t  Generat ions  o f  Women Archi tec ts  in Turkey,”  in  Le Dic tionnaire Universel  des Créa trices    

eds.  Béat r ice Didier ,  Antoine tte  Fouque and Mirei l le  Cal le -Gruber ,  (Par is:  Edi t ions des femmes,  

2013)  (wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut)   

 

“Transposit ions on the Edge of Europe:  Ambivalence  and Difference in  Archi tecture  

Introduct ion,”  Journal o f  Archi tecture 16/6:  799 -803  

 

“Cinsiye t  ve Mimarl ık:  Önsöz Yerine,”  Dosya 19:  Cinsiye t  ve Mimarl ık :  1-4  
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“Türkiye’nin İ lk Kadın Mimar lar ı ,”  Dosya 19:  Cinsiye t  ve Mimarlık :  17-21 (wi th Elvan Al tan 

Ergut)  

 

“The Art  o f  Reconcil ia t ion:  Autobiography and Object ivi ty in the Work of Aldo Ross i ,”  in 

Biographies and Space:  Plac ing the Subject  in  Art  and  Archi tecture ,  eds.  Dana  Arnold and Joanna 

Sofaer  Derevenski  (London: Rout ledge,  2008) ,  156- 167  

 

“Spaces o f Vision:  Architecture and visual i ty in the modern era ,”  Architectural  Theory Review 

12/1:  2 -7  

 

“Mapping Archi tec tura l  Histor iography,” in  Reth inking Archi tec tural  His tor iography ,    

1-14 (wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut)  

 

“Visua li ty and  architectura l  his tory” in Reth inking Architec tura l  Histor iography ,  183-199  

 

“Introduction:  Modern Archi tecture  in th e Middle East:  Beyond Tradi t ion and Develop ment” 

DOCOMOMO Journal  35:  24 -29 (wi th Elvan Altan Ergut)  

 

“The Chamber o f Architects Presents/Evalua tes Archi tecture  in Turkey:  The Nat ional  

Archi tecture  Exhib it ion and  Awards,”  in Architecture in  Turkey around 2 000:  Issues in  Discourse 

and Practice ( fo r  the 2005 UIA Congress  in İ s tanbul) ,  ed.  Tanse l  Korkmaz ( İ stanbul :Turkish 

Chamber o f Architects,  2005):  151 -163 (wi th Elvan Altan Ergut)  

 

“Theaters o f Fear  and Delight:  Ot tomans in the Sereniss ima,” in After Orienta li sm:  Crit ica l  

Entanglements,  Producti ve Looks,  ed.  Inge E .  Boer  (Amsterd am,  New York,  NY: Rodopi,  2003) ,   

45-63  

 

“Reaesthet ic izing the  Disc ipl ine:  Aldo Rossi  and  the Triumph of  Autonomous Architecture,”  

Harvard  Design Magazine 17 (Fal l  2002/Winter  2003):  72 -78  

 

“I s ‘Rat ional ’  Kno wledge of Arc hi tec ture Possib le?  Sc ience and ‘Poiêsis’ L’Architet tura  del la  

Ci t tà ,”  Journal of  Archi tec tura l  Educat ion  51/3 (1998):  158 -165  

 

“Architecture and Technê:  The Impossible Project  o f La Tendenza , ”  Architronic the Elec tron ic 

Journal of  Archi tec ture  7 /1  (August  1998)  

 

“The Cr is i s  in the Humani t ies and the Writ ing of  Histo ry:  A Tenta t ive Inqui ry via  Althusser ,”  

METU Journal o f  the Faculty  of  Archi tec ture  17 /1-2,  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty,  Ankara 

(1997):  5 -14  

 

O t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s   

 

“The objec t  o f a rchaeology :  from ‘marbles’  to  the archaeological  landscape” for t hcoming in  

Proceeding ,  International Conference,  Actual  Problems o f  Theory and History  of  Art  VII ,  11 -15 

October  2016,  Sa int  Pe tersburg  (wi th Yavuz  Özkaya)   

 

“Akışkan Coğrafyalar” for thcoming in  Proceed ings,  Turkish Aesthe tics Congress I I  “Changing 

Geographies Changing Paradigm s,”  24-26 October 2013,  Mersin Universi ty  

 

“Osman Hamdi Bey and the Amer icans:  Archaeo logy,  Diplo macy,  Ar t;  Scramble for  the Past :  A 

Story of  Archaeo logy in  the Ot toman Empire,  1753 -1914; Ar tamonoff :  P ictur ing Byzantine  

İstanbul,  1930 -1947,” Exhibit ion Review in  Journal o f  the Socie ty  o f  Architectura l  Historians,  

Vol.  73 ,  No.  3  (September  2014):  439-  442  (wi th  Elvan Al tan Ergut)   

  

“Narrat ives o f Travel  Writ ing and Architectural  History,  Thi rd Nomad Seminar  in Histo r iography,  

Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty,  Ankara,  Turkey November 8 -9,  2012”  Conference review in  

Internat ional Journal o f  Is lamic Arch itecture ,  3 /1 ,  (March 2014)  (wi th Elvan Altan Ergut)  

 

Leman Cevat Tomsu Türk Mimarlığında Bir Öncü -1913-1988  Nesl ihan Türkün Dostoğlu,  Özlem 

Erdoğdu  Erkars lan,  Book Review  in  Mimarlık ,  373 (Sep tember -October  2013)  (wi th Elvan Al tan 

Ergut )    
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“ODTÜ Mimarl ık Tarihi  Lisansüstü Programı,”  Türkiye Araşt ı rmaları  L itera tür Derg is i  7 /13 

(2009):  685 -690 (wi th Elvan Altan Ergut)  

 

“Architectural  His tory in Turkey,” European Architectura l  History Network Newslet ter  2 /09 (June  

2009):  26 -35 (wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut)  

 

 “Preface:  Aldo Rossi  and the Architecture o f the City,”  The Archi tec ture o f  the Ci ty  

(Şehrin Mimarisi )  t rans lated by Nurdan Gürb ilek (Is tanbul :  Kanat ,  2006) :  vi i -xi  

 

“An Interna tional  Conference on Architectural  Histor iography in Turkey,”  DOCOMOMO Journal 

31 (Sep tember  2004):  7  (wi th Elvan Altan Ergut )  

 

Essay on “İstanbul,”  in the  Encyclopedia o f  20th -Century Arch itec ture ,  vol .2 ,  Ed.  R.Stephen 

Sennott  (New York,  London: Fitzroy Dearborn [Taylor&Francis Books] ,  2004):  697 -699  

 

Essay on “Social  Securi ty Complex”  by Sedad Hakk ı Eldem,  in the  Encyclopedia of  20 th -Century 

Arch itecture ,  vol .3 ,  Ed .  R.Stephen Sennott  (New York,  London: Fi tzroy Dearborn 

[Taylor&Francis Books] ,  2004):  1222 -1223  

 

“Aby Warburg:  The Renewal o f Pagan Antiquity:  Contr ibut ions  to  the Cul tura l  History of the 

European Renaissance,”  ed.  Kur t  W. Forster  (Los Angeles :  Get ty Rese arch Ins t i tute  for  the 

History of Ar t  and  the  Humanit ies,  1999) ,  Book Review in “ Col lege Art  Assoc iat ion (CAA) 

Reviews ,”  (1999)  (wi th Michael  Ann Hol ly and 1999 Getty Summer Inst i tute  Par t ic ipants)  

 

“Turgut Cansever ’ in (Kişise l)  Ütopyası  ve (Cennet)  Mimarisi , ”  Arredamento  

Mimarl ık  100+6 (September  1998/09) :  96 -97  

 

“Gizi l  mimar iden mimar i  objeye” Arredamento Mimarl ık  100+2 (Apr il  1998/04):  41 -47  

 

“I s lam, Modernity,  and the Po li t ics o f  Public  Realm in Turkey:  The Kocatepe  Complex of 

Ankara” American  Collegiate Schools o f  Arch itecture In ternat ional Conference,  Bui lding as a  

Poli t ical  Act ,  Berl in (May-June 1997):  451 -454 (wi th Cana Bilse l  and  Güven Sargin)   

 

C O N F E R E N C E S  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S  

 

(13-15 June  2017)  “Histor ies in  Confl ict , ”  European Archi tec tural  His tory Network  Themat ic  

Conference ,  Jerusa lem.  Invited  sess ion chair .  Session:  “Disappearance .”     

 

(11-15 October  2016)  In ternat ional Conference ,  Actua l  Problems of  Theory and His tory of  Art  

VII ,  Saint  Petersburg .  Paper:  “The object  o f  archaeology:  from ‘marbles’ to  the archaeo logical  

landscape” (wi th Yavuz Özkaya )      

 

(6-10 Apri l  2016)  Society  of  Arch itec tura l  Historians -Annual Meeting ,  Pasadena .  Paper:  

“Transcultura l  Collect ing and the  “Archi tectures” o f Display”    

 

(14-17 October  2015)  European Archi tec tural  His tory Network  Thematic  Conference,  Belgrade ,  

Serb ia.  Paper:  “Entangled Geographies Contested Narrat ives:  The After l i fe  o f the Mausoleum of  

Hal icarnassus”  

 

(14 October  2015)  “Geography,  ‘Per iphera l i ty’  and  Architec tural  His tory” PhD workshop,  co -

organized wi th Carmen Popescu,  European Arch itectural  His tory Network,  Thematic  Conference,  

Belgrade ,  Serbia   

 

(25 November 2014)  Organizer  and p ar t icipant :  “Akışkan Mimar lıklar ”  (“Ambivalent  

Archi tectures”) ,  book launch and discuss ion,  Mimarlar  Derneği  1927 ,  (Socie ty o f Archi tects ,  

1927)    
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(30 Sep tember  2014)  Commenta tor :  “Leman Tomsu  memorial  meeting ,”  Mimarlar  Derneği  1927 ,  

(Society o f Archi tec ts 1927 )    

 

(18 June  2014)  Par t ic ipant :  EAHN Urban  Image Group Workshop ,  “Urban and Archi tec tura l  

Imaginar ies :  Explorat ions in  Photography,  Film and Video,” European Arch itectura l  History 

Network Pre-Conference  Event ,  Tur in,  June 19 -21 2014   

 

(20 May 2014)  Invi ted l ecture on Aldo Rossi ,  B i lgi  Univers i ty ,  İ stanbul  

 

(2  May 2014)  Koç Universi ty ,  RCAC,  Min i  Symposium :  “Imper ia l  Anxie t ies and Encounter s  in the 

Late  Ottoman Empire:  Cul ture ,  Identi ty,  Secur i ty, ”  Paper :  “Trac ing the ‘Xanthian Marb les ’:  

Trans-Cultural  Travel ,  Col lect ing & Display in the  19th  Century”       

 

(27 March 2014)  Lecture on “Akışkan Coğrafya lar ,”  (“Ambivalent  Geographies”)  İs tanbul 

Technica l  Universi ty  

 

(25 December 2013)  Koç Universi ty ,  RCAC, Inhouse Presenta tion,  “Travell ing,  Collect ing,  

Displaying in the Nine teenth century:  A Mater ia l  H isto ry of the ‘Xanthian Marb les’ ”    

 

(24-26 October  2013)  Keynote speaker :  Turkish Aesthe tics  Congress I I  “Changing  Geographies 

Changing  Paradigms,  Mersin Univers i ty .   Paper:  “Akışkan Coğrafya lar” (“Ambivalent  

Geographies”)     

  

(10-11 January 2013)  PhD Student Seminars:  Architec tural  His tory be tween Cultures -Theories 

and Methodolog ies ,  co -organized wi th Elvan Altan Ergut and Dana Arnold,  Ankara ,  (ongoing 

collabora tion of PhD students,  METU, Southampton Universi ty and  Middlesex Univers i ty)   

 

 (8-9  November  2012)  Nomad Seminar on Histor iography:  Narra tives of  Trave l  W rit ing and 

Arch itectura l  History ,  co-organized wi th Carmen Popescu and Elvan Al tan Ergut,  Ankara   

 

(8  November  2012)  Introductory talk .  Book launch:  Antiqu ity  on Display:  Regimes o f  the 

Authen tic  in  Berl in’s  Pergamon Museum  by Can Bilse l ,  Ankara   

 

(31 May-3 June  2012)  European Archi tec tural  His tory Network  In ternat ional  Conference ,  

Brussels,  Closing Remarks     

 

(30 May 2012)  EAHN Urban Image Group  Workshop ,  European  Archi tec tura l  History Network  

Pre-Conference Event ,  Sant  Lukas College,  Brusse ls .  Paper :  “Pictur ing Ant iquity Construc ting 

Museum”  

 

(2-3 November 2011)  Ambiva len t  Geographies:  Interact ions beyond Europe in  Comparative 

Perspect ive  Workshop  I II ,  co -organized  wi th El van Altan Ergut and Dana Arnold,  Ankara  

 

(25 October  2011)  Southampton Univers i ty,  Department o f His tory,  Lecture  on current  research 

on the Histo ry of Bri t i sh  Archaeology in  former Ottoman lands   

 

(June 2011)  Nomad Seminar  on  His toriography ,  The Inst i tut  Nat ional  d 'Histo ire  de l 'Ar t ,  Par is .  

Invited  speaker .  Paper :  “Teaching Modernism on ( the)  Edge”   

 

(17-20 June  2010)  “‘Authors’ o f Architectural  His tory from the Ottoman Empire  to  Nation -

Sta tes ,”  Sess ion co -organized wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut,  European Arch itectural  His tory Netw ork  

Internat ional Conference,  Guimaraes ,  Portugal    

 

(10-13 February,  2010)  “‘Authors’  o f Cul tura l  History from the Ot toman Empire  to  Nation -

Sta tes ,”  Sess ion co -organized wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut,  College Art  Associat ion 98th  Annual  

Conference ,  Chicago ,  Introductory remarks   

 

(6-7 May,  2010)  Ambiva lent  Geographies:  East -West  Dialogues in  Middle Eastern Urban 

Experiences and Cultures,  Workshop II ,  co -organized wi th Elva n Al tan Ergut and Dana Arnold,  

Ankara  
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(27-30 May,  2009)  12th Annual Medi terranean S tudies C ongress ,  Cagliar i ,  I ta ly,  Paper:  

“‘Authors’  and ‘Si tes’ o f Cultural  Histo ry from the Otto man Empire  to  the Turkish Republic ” 

(wi th Elvan Altan Ergut )  

 

(12-13 November 2009)  Ambivalen t  Geographies:  The Shaping o f  Aesthet ic  Dialogues be tween 

East  and West ,  Workshop I ,  co -organized wi th Elvan Altan Ergut and Dana Arnold,  Ankara .  

Presentat ion:  Report  on cur rent  research  about Bri t ish Archaeo logy   

 

(13-15 February,  2009)  “Forum on Archi tec tura l  Histo ry in Turkey ,”  European Archi tec tural  

History  Network Fourth An nual Business Meet ing ,  co -organized wi th Elvan Altan Ergut   

 

(December 2008)  Archi tectural  His tory and Display ,  Architectural  His tory Workshop ,  co-

organized wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut  

 

(17-22 June ,  2008)  “‘Authors’  o f Cul tura l  Production and the Shaping of  His to ry in Early 

Republican Turkey ,”  Session co -organized wi th Elvan Al tan Ergut,  XI th  Internat ional Congress 

of  Socia l  and Economic History  of  Turkey ,  Bi lkent  Universi ty,  Ankara   

 

(3  June ,  2008)  Keynote speaker:  Internat ional  Seminar  “Ho w to wr ite/read archi tectural  history?”  

Estonian Academy of  Ar ts, Tal l inn.  Paper :  “Reframing Archi tec tura l  History:  Notes on Some New 

Approaches”  

 

(23-24 May,  2008)  Invi ted speaker :  Build ing Modern ity  in  the Balkans ,  Interna tional  Conference  

and  workshop,  New Europe College,  In s t i tute  fo r  Advanced Study,  Bucharest .  Paper:”  Ambivalent  

Geographies and  ‘Moderni ty’ :  S ituat ing Difference in Architec tural  His tory”      

 

(21 November 2007)  Organizer :  Modern Archi tecture o f  the Interwar Period in  Comparative 

Perspect ive ,  Archi tec tural  Hi story Workshop  wi th Jan Molema,  Ivan Nevzgodin and İnci  

Aslanoğlu  

 

(19-30 November 2007)  Organizer :  The New Movement in  the Nether lands  1924-1936 (exhib it ion 

curated by Jan Molema),  Middle East  Technica l  Univers i ty,  Ankara   

 

(26-27 October  2007)  Invi ted speaker :  Ambivalent  Geographies:  Empire  and Histor ies of  

Arch itecture ,  Col loquium organized by Patr icia  Morton ,  Universi ty o f Cali fornia,  Rivers ide.  

Paper:  “‘And I s This Really Freedom?’ The Ambivalence of  Late Ot toman and Early Republ ican 

Spaces  o f Feminini ty”  

 

(9-13 July 2007)  “‘Authors’ o f Cultural  Product ion:  The Shaping of Aesthet ic  His tor ies in Late  

Ottoman and  Ear ly Republican Periods, ”  Sess ion organized wi th  Elvan Altan Ergut.  Aesthet ics 

Bridging Cultures,  XVII th  Interna tional Congress of  Aesthetics ,  SANART, Ankara .  Paper:  “The 

discurs ive construc tion of Sinan as a  ‘na tional ’ archi tec t ”  

 

(2-4 May 2007)  Organizer :  Archi tectural  Histo ry Workshop wi th Dana Arnold.  Middle Ea st  

Technica l  Universi ty,  Ankara  

 

(17-18  November 2006)  Poli t ics o f  Making,  The Third AHRA Interna tional Conference ,  Oxford.  

Paper:  “The archi tect  as  ‘product : ’  the case o f Sinan”   

 

(27-29 September  2006)  Member o f the organiz ing committee;  Other Modern isms:  IX.  

Internat ional Docomomo Conference ,  Ankara –  Istanbul   

 
(27-28 Apri l  2006)  Ambivalen t  Geographies:  A rchitecture and  urban  planning in  the Ot toman 

Empire  and the Turk ish Republ ic  in  a  global con tex t .  Col loquium organized by Dana  Arnold  and  

Elvan Al tan Ergut  wi th funding from the Br i t ish  Ins t i tute  in Ankara .  (Par t ic ipants  inc lude Dor is 

Behrens  Abouse i f ,  Stephen Legg,  and Patr ic ia  Morton)  

 

(1-2 December  2005)  Spaces/Times/Peoples :  Gender,  Sexuali ty  and Architectural  His tory ,  

Internat ional PhD Research Symposium .  Organized wi th architectural  history graduate s tudents  

 



 

Belgin Turan Özkaya, Prof. Dr.,  
Graduate Program in Architectural History, Faculty of Architecture, Middle East Technical University  

Address: P.K. 195, 06692, Kavaklıdere, Ankara, Turkey  

Phone:+90 312 428 1381, Fax: +90 312 466 3137, E -mail:belt@metu.edu.tr 

9 

(11-12 November 2005)  Member  o f the organizing committee;  The Local Mani festa t ions o f  

Modernism in  Turk ish Arch itecture ,  Poster Presentat ions II ,  Organized by Docomomo-Turkey 

Working Party,  Ahmet P i r i şt ina City Archive and Museum, Izmir   

 

(1-4 Sep tember  2005)  Respondent:  SAH-INHA Internat ional Symposium ,  Par is .  “Ambivalent  

Geographies:  S itua ting Difference in Architectural  History ,”  Session co -organized wi th Elvan 

Altan Ergut.  (Par t icipants  inc lude Dana  Arnold,  Can Bilse l ,  Sevil  Enginsoy Ekinc i ,  Pa tr ic ia  

Morton,  and Alona Ni tzan-Shiftan)   

 

(Since December 2004)  Organizer  o f  the  lecture ser ies,  METU talks Arch itectural  His tory ,   

 

(12 November 2004)  Invited par t ic ipant :  The Black Sea:  Archi tec tural  History  between East  and 

West .  Col loquium organized by Dana Arnold,  Universi ty  o f Southampton.  Contr ibution:  “A 

Postco lonial  Look at  Ottoman His tory:  A Misnomer?”  

 

(10-11 November 2004)  Member  o f the organizing committee:  The Local Mani fes ta t ions o f  

Modernism in  Turk ish Arch itecture ,  Poster Presentat ions ,  Organized by Docomomo-Turkey 

Working Party,  Middle  Ea st  Technica l  Universi ty,  Ankara   

 

(05-06 November 2004)  Invited  speaker ,  Sess ion:  “Radica l  Interventions  in the Ci ty and the 

Problem of Art i st ic  Disc iplinary Autonomy.” Art and the Fragmentatio n o f  Urban Space:  

Global Links,  Gated Communit ies,  Non -Places .  Univers i ty o f  San Diego ,  Cal i fornia,  U.S.A.  

Paper:  “The I ta l ian Rearguard :  La Tendenza  and the Ci ty”  

 

(18-19 March 2004)  Rethinking Archi tec tural  Histor iography .  Conference organized wi th  

Elvan Al tan E rgut,  and Sevil  Enginsoy Ekinc i .  Par t ic ipants  inc lude Diane Favro,  Nancy 

St ieber ,  Ed ward Dimendberg,  Dana Arnold,  S ibe l  Bozdoğan,  Fikre t  Yegül,  Jane Rendel l ,  Chr is 

Otto ,  Tülay Artan,  and İ lhan Tekel i ,  Middle East  Technical  Universi ty,  Ankara.  Paper :  

“Visua li ty and  Architec tura l  History ”  

 

(28-31 May 2003 )  Six th  Annual Congress  of  the Me diterranean S tudies Associat ion ,  Budapest ,  

Hungary.  Paper:  “Ottomans in Venice,  Venetians in  Is tanbul ”  

 

(22 May 2003)  Talk given at  ARITAmerican Research Ins t i tute  in Turkey,  Ankara,  The 23 r d  

Annual ARIT Lecture Series  on Art  &Archaeology in  Turkey .  Paper :  “Commerce ,  Myth,  and 

Segregat ion:  Ot tomans i n Venice,  Venet ians in  I stanbul ”  

 

(1-2 May 2002)  Six th In ternat ional Symposium and Art  Events:  Art  & Social  Engagement .  

Sanart  Associa tion for  Aesthet ics and Visual  Cul ture ,  Middle East  Techn ica l  Universi ty ,  

Ankara,  Turkey,  Paper :  “Real i sm and Autono mous Archi tec ture :  I r reconcilable  Differences ?”  

 

(13-15 December  2001)  Real ism(s) in  European and American Arch itectur e and Urban Design 

(1930-1960).  Symposium at  Pol i tecnico d i  Milano,  Milan .  Paper:  “The  Elusive Rea l”  

 

(December 2000)  Seminar  at  the  Canadian Centre for  Archi tec ture,  Montreal ,  Canada .  Paper :  

“Memory and Loss in  the Architec ture o f Aldo  Rossi ”  

 

(7-10 October  2000)  Seminar on Modernism and Post -Modernism in  La te Twent ie th -Century 

Arch itecture—Second Annual Meeting o f  the Modern is t  S tudies Associat ion ,  Philade lphia .  

Paper:  “Theaters o f Sti l l ( -ed)  Li fe”  

 

(May,  Sep tember  2000)  Kaleidoscope:  Interdisc iplinary Journeys in to  Culture .  Lecture ser ies 

co-organized wi th A.  Ar tun and o thers .  Speakers :  Mieke Bal,  Re nata Sa lecl ,  Middle East  

Technica l  Universi ty,  Ankara   

 

(May 2000)  Member o f the organizing commit tee :  Ten Projects for the Greek Ci ty  (Exhib it ion of 

projects  by I tal ian and Greek Architects) ,  Urban Development  and Conserva tion o f  the Past  

(Symposium) ,  Middle East  Technical  Universi ty ,  Ankara  

 

(January 2000)  Organizer :  Aldo  Rossi ,  Mostra .  Exhibit ion of theater  projects by Aldo Rossi ,  

Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty,  Ankara  
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(July 1999)  Get ty Summer Ins t i tute  in  Ar t  History and Visual  Studies,  Universi ty o f  Rochester .  

Presentat ion:  “Theaters of Fear  and Delig ht:  Ot tomans in the Seren issima”  

 

(14-18 Apri l  1999)  Society  o f  Arch itectura l  Historians -Annual Meeting ,  Houston,  Paper:  

“Reaesthet ic izing the  Disc ipl ine:  Aldo Rossi  and  the Tri umph of  Autonomous Archite cture”  

 

(June 1998)  Lecture  at  the Internat ional  Summer  School a t  Middle East  Technica l  Universi ty,  

Ankara.  Presentat ion:  “ I slam and Architecture in  Modern Turkey ”  

 

(15-19 Apri l  1998)  Society  o f  Arch itectura l  Historians -Annual Meeting ,  Los Angeles.  Sess io n 

chair :  “Histo ry,  Theory and  Architec ture:  The I tal ian Contr ibut ion to  Twent ie th -Century Western 

Archi tectura l  Debate”  

 

(July 1997)  Lecture a t  Middle East  Technical  Univers i ty,  Ankara.  Paper:  “ The Cr is i s  in the 

Humani t ies and the Writ ing of History:  A Tentat ive Inquiry via  Althusser ”  

 

(May-June 1997)  American Colleg iate Schools  of  Architec ture Internat ional Conference,  Bui lding 

as a  Poli t ical  Act ,  Ber l in.  Paper:  “I slam, Moderni ty,  and the Poli t ics o f Publ ic  Realm in Turkey:  

The Kocatepe Complex of Ankara” (wi th Cana  Bilsel  and Güven Sargin)    

 

(16-20 Apri l  1997)  Society  o f  Arch itectura l  Historians -Annual Meeting ,  Balt imore.  Paper :  

“Commerce,  Myth,  and Segregat ion:  A Turkish Enclave in  Seventeenth -Century Venice”  

 

(December 1995)  Lecture at  Middle East  Techn ical  Univers i ty,  Ankara.  Paper:  “Architecture and 

Technê:  The  Impossible Project  o f La Tendenza”  

 

(Apri l  1994)  Hypotheses ,  PhD Symposium, Pr inceton Univers i ty.  Paper:  “I s Rat ional  Kno wledge 

of Architecture Poss ible?  Science and  Poiêsis in  I ta l ian Rat ionali sm” 

 

(Apri l  1992)  Member  o f  the organiz ing co mmittee;  Archi tec ture,  Memory,  Holocaust ,  conference,  

Cornell  Universi ty  

 

(Spring 1990)  Member o f the organiz ing co mmit tee ;  Le Corbusier’s Chandigarh ,  conference ,  

Cornell  Universi ty  

 

P R O J E C T S  

Senior  Project  Coord ina tor  (wi th  Dana Arnold and Elvan Al tan Ergut) :  “Ambivalent  

Geographies,”  UK -Middle East  Capaci ty Shar ing Partnership ,  The  Brit i sh Academy, Southampton 

Univers i ty,  Middle East  Technica l  Universi ty.  

(ht tp : / /www.archweb.me tu.edu. tr /programs/graduate /archis t /ambivalent / index.html)   

 

A C A D E M I C  A D V I S I N G  A N D  C O M M I T T E E  W O R K  

Some theses d irec ted :  

Didem Ekici ,  Domest ici ty  and Transparency:  Mies van der Rohe’s  Farnsworth House  

 

Göksun Akyürek ,  Moderniza tion and  i ts  Spatial  Practice in  Early Republican Ankara in  

Two Cases:  The Gazi  Farm and  the  Ata türk Boulevard  

 

Ümit Fıra t  Açıkgöz ,  A Case in  French Colon ial  Pol i t ics o f  Arch itec ture and Urbanism:  

Antioch and Alexandre tta  during  the  Mandate (Received Society o f  Socia l  S ciences Thesis 

Award)    

 

Zeynep Ceylanlı ,  Sigfr ied  Giedion’ s ‘Space,  Time and Archi tecture ’:  An Analysis o f  

Modern Arch itectura l  His toriography  
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Indr i t  Bleda ,  Inf luences of  Pol i t ica l  Reg ime Shi f ts  on  the  Urban Scene o f  a  Capita l  Ci ty  –  

Case S tudy:  Tirana  

 

Sema Öz,  One Historian  Two Books:  Be a tr iz  Colomina’s Histor iographical  Approach in  

‘Public i ty  and Privacy ’  and ‘Domestici ty  a t  War ’    

 

İpek Mehmetoğlu ,  Paris ian Avant -garde Women and the Production  of  “Domestic ” Space 

in  the  Early  Twent ieth  Century (Received METU Graduate School o f Social  Sc iences 

Thesis Award and Kalb iye ,  Cigdem Tanse l  Publ icat ion Award)    

 

Özlem Deniz,  On Archetypal Monumenta li ty  in  Arch itecture  (Co-supervised wi th 

E.Aközer ,  rece ived d is t inguished thes is award,  Faculty o f  Archi tec ture,  Middle East  

Technica l  Universi ty)  

 

Seçil  Deren,  The Cradle  of  Moderni ty:  Poli t ics and Art  in  Weimar Republic  (1918 -1933 )  

(co -advisor)  

 

Özlem Aydoğdu,  Changes in  the Meaning  of  Type in  Arch itec ture S ince  the Eighteen th 

Century  (co -advisor)  

 

Burkay Pasin ,   A Crit ica l  Reading of  the  Ottoman -Turkish Hamam as a  Queered Space  

(PhD d isser tat ion)  

 

Baharak Tabib i ,  Propagating “Moderni t ies: ” Art  and  Arch itectura l  Patronage of  

Shahbanu Farah Pahlav i  (PhD d isser ta t ion)   

 

Zeynep Ceylanl ı ,  Büyükada,  i t s  Summer Residences ,  and the Bourgeois Ottoman In terior 

at  the  turn o f  the Twent ieth  century (PhD disser tat ion)   

 

Ongoing PhD disser tat ions:   

 

Özlem Mutlu 19 t h-cen tury Represen tations o f  Ot toman Archi tec ture in  Visua l  and Tex tual  

Media  

 

Deniz Özden,  Bui lding the Kars Oblast:  Inves t igation o f  the Russian Bui lding Program in 

Kars  Between 1878 -1917  

 

Hüma Tülce ,  Evaluat ion  of  the Company Town Model as Industri a l  Heritage in  the Contex t  

of  Urban Memory:  The Case o f  Esk işehir  

 

Şeyda  Akşehir ,  A Foyer for Women: Publ ic  and Private Spaces o f  the 1950s in  Is tanbul  

and Ankara  

  

 Senem Evsen,  Sovie t  Art is t  Rooms on the Move   

 

Referee  work:   

 

Journal of  Archi tec ture ,  Footprin t ,  METU Journal of  the Facul ty  o f  Architecture ,  Interna tional 

Journal of  Is lamic Archi tec ture  

 

(2014)  External  eva luator  for  “European Architecture B eyond Europe” COST Action   

 

Jury member ,  Turkish Academy of  Sciences (TÜBA) grants ,  Turkish Interuniversi ty Council  

(ÜAK),  ARIT (Amer ican Research Ins t i tute  in Turkey)  and US tenure jur ies    

 

(October  2013)  Member of the Sc ienti f ic  Commi ttee,  Sanar t ,  Turkish Aesthet ics Congress I I  

“Changing Geographies Changi ng Parad igms,  Mers in Univers i ty  

 

(May-June 2012)  Member o f the Scient i fic  Commit tee  and the Travel  Grants Committee for  the  

Second  Internat ional  Meeting of  the European Architec tural  His tory Network  
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(Since May 2012)  Member o f the Editor ial  Board  of Archi tec tural  His tor ies:  The  Open  Access 

Journal o f  the EAHN  

 

Adminis tra t ive work:   

 

(Sep tember  2007 -June 2010)  Director  o f the Graduate Program in Architectural  Histo ry ,  Middle 

East  Technica l  Universi ty  

 

(Since 2016)   Member o f the Facul ty Board,  Facul ty o f Architecture,  Middle East  Technica l  

Univers i ty  

 

(2003- 2006)  Member o f  the Faculty Execut ive Board,  Faculty o f Architecture,  Middle East  

Technica l  Universi ty  

 

(1998-2000)  Member o f the Faculty Executive Board,  Faculty o f  Architecture,  M iddle East  

Technica l  Universi ty  

 

(1998-1999)  Member o f the Doctoral  Commit tee,  Faculty o f Archi tec ture ,  M iddle East  Technica l  

Univers i ty  

 

(1997-1999)  Member o f the Publ ica t ion Co mmittee,  Faculty o f  Archi tec ture ,  Middle  East  

Technica l  Universi ty  

 

M E M B E R S H I P S  

SAH—Socie ty o f Architectural  Histo r ians  

CAA—College Art  Associa t ion  

EAHN—European Archi tec tura l  His tory Network ( founding member)   

EAHN—member o f the Urban Image Group  

EAHN—member o f  the Publ ica t ion Co mmittee /Editor ia l  Board member  of EAHN open access 

journal ,  Architectural  His tories  

DOCOMOMO—Interna tional  

DOCOMOMO—Turkey ( founding member)  

 AHRA—Architectural  Humani t ies Research Associat ion   

 

I N T E R E S T S  

Modernism/Nineteenth and Twentieth -Century Architec ture  

Nine teenth-Century Prac tices  o f Travel ,  Col lec t ing and Disp l ay  

Twentie th-Century I tal ian Architec ture  

Theories o f  Vis ion and  Visua li ty  

Postco lonial  Theory  

Gender  Theory  

Histor iography  

 

L A N G U A G E S  

Turkish:  nat ive,  English:  fluent ,  I ta l ian:  intermediate ,  Otto man:  basic    

 

 

 

 


